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MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.

SINGULAR, CASE OF HYDROCELE.
. 

ISAAC CANN, setat. 38, a coachman,
plethoric and robust, entered the hos-

pital on the 27th of April, under the fol-

lowing circumstances: He had been en-
gagedthe day before in cleaning a car-
riage in the yard, and on the completion
of his work, attempted to push it into the
house. This required great exertion, and
after two or three minutes unsuccessful
labour, he felt as if something had fallen
suddenly from the abdomen into the scro-
tum. On examination, he found the latter
much distended with fluid. He experi-
enced but very little pain] at the moment
or- since, and came into the hospital more
in compliance with the wishes of his
friends than to be relieved from suffering.
The appearance of the scrotum at his en-
trance was that of a soft tumour, com-
pletely filling every part of the cellular
membrane, enveloping the testicles. The
skin was of the natural colour, somewhat
rough on its surface, felt like dough, and
retained the impression of the finger for
some minutes. The spermatic process
was larger than natural, but seemed per-
fectly free. The tumour was quite cold,
the penis of the usual size and colour, and
not affected in the slightest degree. His

general health was good, but he remarked
that he had not made water so frequently
since the accident as before. The medical
attendant said, it was evident from the
man’s account that the fluid had been se-
creted in the abdomen, and was forced
downwards by the act of exertion, and he
spoke of the case as one of the most sin-
gular he had ever witnessed from such a
cause.

R0 Compound colocynth pill gr. xij
- Rhubarb powder gr’s. viii; make into

four pills, two to be taken at bed-
time.

R Muriate of ammonia 1 oz;
Vitiegar 4 ozs ;
Spirit nf wi.ne 3 ozs. Let flannel

cloths be dipped in this mixture,
and applied to the part every
two hours. Let the part be sup-
ported by a truss.

April 28th. The tumour appeared some-
what larger to-day; the skin smooth; its
fQrm elongated ; it was heavier and firmer.
On placing a candle behind it, the scro-
tum did not present the transparent ap-
pearance usually observed in cases of this
description. The testicle was not so

plainly felt as yesterday, but the sper-

made’ cord was obvious when handled.
The two pills had produced no evacuation
from the bowels.

R Epsom salts, 1 oz. ;
Infusion of rose water 6 ozs. ; a table.

spoonful to be taken every two
hours until the stomach is acted
on. Continue the pills at bed-
time. Let the fomentation to the
parts be kept up every two
hours.

29th. The parts unaltered. A consul.
tation was held between three surgeons,
and a determination formed to draw off
the water, which was deferred until the
next day in consequence of his complain-
ing of debility. Continue the remedies
already prescribed.

30th. Feels much better, the bowels
having been moved. The tumour was
now tapped, with a trocar and canula, at
its inferior part, a little towards the left
side, and about nine ounces of water were.
drawn off. The scrotum was then, in.
jected with a mixture of three parts of wine.
and one of water, which after being re
tained for twenty minutes, was allowed to
escape. Considerable difficulty was felt
in voiding the whole, as the canula slipped
out of its place in consequence of the rest,
lessness of the patient, and some fears
were entertained that the mixture would
ooze into the cellular membrane. This,
however, was prevented. After the ope-
ration, the puncture was closed with two
slips of adhesive plaster, and the bag
truss ordered to be continued to the scro-
tum,

May 1. To-day the patient complained
of great pain during the night in the scro-
tum, extending along the course of the
spermatic chord. On examination it was
found that the parts were red and
swollen, and had put on other inflam-

matory appearances at the lower part.
Low diet.

R Epsom salts 2 ozs ; .

Infusion of rose water 6 ozs ;
yMcho’e of scluills 2 drachms; a

tablespoonful every four hours.
This treatment was persevered in for

six dars, at the termination of which he

departed (contrary to the advice of his
medical attendants) because he was not
allowed a diet of animal food.

LEEDS.&mdash; A very interesting election.
struggle has just terminated at Leeds in
consequence of the retirement of Mr.
Chorlev from the office of surgeon to the 
Leeds Infirmary. Three candidates started..
The appointment was obtained by Mr. T.
P. Teale. 


